GEORGE DARROW
George Darrow (1889 Darrow ( -1983 , a dynamo of energy completely absorbed by plant breeding, lived adjacent to the Glen Dale research station (Fig. 2) . His efforts to incorporate multiple species into the strawberry breeding program, use large numbers of cross-pollinations, and evaluate large numbers of progeny per cross yielded high-quality selections for many years to come. His productivity was sustained well beyond his retirement as evidenced by his establishment of the fi rst U-pick operation at his home in Glen Dale; his involvement as president of the Beltsville Garden Club (founded by colleague Don Scott); and his establishment of a daylily breeding and nursery business continued today by his grandchildren in Vermont.
EMMETT BROWN MORROW
Emmett Brown Morrow (1898 Morrow ( -1956 , of North Carolina State University, was described by many as always being the very proper gentleman, characteristic of the times in which he lived (Fig. 3) . He wore a white shirt and tie even when working in the fi eld during those very warm and humid Carolina summers, according to Jim Ballington. Both Ballington and Darrow noted him as having produced few but highly signifi cant publications before his early death at 58. Scott (1911 Scott ( -1998 worked for 11 years as geneticist with George Darrow before taking over the program in 1957 (Fig. 2) . According to neighbor, Bob Yaklich, Scott was a fi ne gentleman and a pleasure to know. He was very respectful of others and was careful with expenditures. Like Darrow and van Fleet, Scott worked with other plants as a hobby. He bred daylilies and azaleas and sold them at plant sales through the Beltsville Garden Club that he founded. Scott had a bit of prankster in him, too. He enjoyed demonstrating that a fi rm berry was fi rm only by berry standards by squashing it in his hand, or enticing a colleague to taste a particularly sour seedling. This gentle fun has been appreciated by the strawberry breeders who followed in his footsteps.
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CHARLES LEWIS RICKETSON
Lew Ricketson (born in 1932), of Canada's strawberry breeding program, is noted by Andrew Jamieson as "a hard worker and always worked along with his crew, getting his hands dirty. He is a great guy and drops into the station on occasion to say hello, and to see what is new in berry cultivars." (Fig. 4) . 
DONALD CRAIG
Don Craig (born in 1923), also of Canada, is another strawberry breeder who has worked on other plants during his career and on rhododendrons after retirement. He once confi ded to Andrew Jamieson that he didn't really like strawberries but preferred raspberries. (Fig. 4) . 
GENE GALLETTA
Gene Galletta had an uncanny way of getting technical information across to individuals untrained in breeding and genetics by using everyday examples to which they could relate (Fig. 2) . The Beltsville Fruit Lab remembers him as having tremendous energy and that he was diffi cult to keep up with in the fi eld. Galletta seemed to have fun with every aspect of life. He was noted for singing in the fi eld as well as with his barbershop quartet and in church. He was a gentle man and he called the ground hogs who damaged his plots "bad boys." His close colleague, John Maas, noted that' "the best thing about traveling with Gene was that, wherever we were in the world, he could always fi nd the best Italian restaurant."
HENRY A. WALLACE
Henry Wallace (1888-1965), a corn breeder who founded the Pioneer Seed Company, became vice president of the United States (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) under Presidency Franklin Roosevelt and was an unsuccessful candidate for the presidency in 1948 (Fig. 6 ). After his retirement he went back to strawberry breeding because of the infl uence of his friend George Darrow. Wallace said, "…Continually, I crossbreed strawberries and grow them from seed. Each year I wait to see what they look like the next year. I recommend to all of you that you become gardeners. Then you will never die, because you have to live to see what happens next year."
JOHN SANFORD
John Sanford (born in 1949) of Cornell University is best described as humble, calm, thoughtful, modest, and a thinker or dreamer according to former technician, Kevin Maloney. Even after the invention of the gene gun, his demeanor hasn't changed, nor has his lifestyle. On his offi ce door, Sanford had the word, "simplify," and he liked keeping procedures easy to follow. He was very good at organizing and encouraging a large lab of people to work together. Although noted most for inventing the gene gun (Fig. 5) , Sanford enjoyed small fruit breeding and loved fi eld evaluations of berries. His favorite hobbies are listening to and playing music. He also enjoys playing soccer, and set up a soccer night for the lab. Maloney attributes Sanford's calm and relaxed manor to his faith, which he takes very seriously.
ARLEN DRAPER
Arlen Draper (born in 1930) began as a small fruit breeder who worked on many crops and has continued to be extremely productive after offi cial retirement from the USDA (Fig. 2) . It was said of him that, blueberry, rather than strawberry, was "his fi rst love." He carried on Don Scott's tradition of enticing his associates at the Beltsville Fruit Laboratory to taste fruit from the really sour seedlings. 
